ILLINOIS PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA TO REQUIRE PROOF OF FULL
VACCINATION FOR CONCERTGOERS AND EVENT STAFF
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
PARK FOREST, IL (August 31st, 2021) – Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra announced today it will be requiring proof of
vaccination for entry into all its upcoming indoor concerts and events. The decision comes on the heels of the dramatic
surge in Covid-19 cases as the Delta variant spreads throughout the United States. The vaccination policy will be in full
effect beginning with the Classical Evolve composer competition event on September 22nd, 2021.
The vaccination policy will be implemented as an open-ended one, with any changes or reversals being considered and/or
implemented based upon informed updates from the CDC and/or state health institutions relating to infection rates,
transmission data, variant developments, and local and federal regulations. As of today, the policy is planned to be in
effect through December 31st, 2021.
“It’s the right thing to do,” says Christina Salerno, Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra Executive Director. “Only a few
months ago, we were very optimistic about where things were heading in regard to the pandemic. Since then, the Delta
variant, combined with vaccine hesitancy, has pushed things in the wrong direction. We have stated since Day One the
health of our audiences, event attendees, musicians and staff were our biggest priority. That has not changed, and it will
not change.”
Patrons attending IPO concerts and events will be required to provide proof of full vaccination, which is defined today as
two weeks after the second dose of a two-dose series (Pfizer or Moderna) or two weeks after a single-dose vaccine
(Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen). Proof of vaccination can be shown either via the mobile app “My Bindle” or via manual
checks of valid vaccine record upon entrance to the theater. All attendees must also be fully masked, including children
under the age of 12 who are currently ineligible for vaccination but are allowed to attend masked.
In addition to the new vaccination policy, IPO will be seating audiences ten feet from musicians and intentionally spacing
out patron seating more than usual.
“We realize some people might see this as a dramatic step, however we feel it’s the right one to both keep everyone safe
as well as put attendees’ and musicians’ minds at ease while spending their precious time with IPO.”
ABOUT THE ILLINOIS PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
IPO celebrates its 44th season in 2021-22. Under the leadership of Music Director Stilian Kirov and Executive Director Christina
Salerno, the mission of IPO is to provide compelling professional symphonic music, support music education, and expand audience
awareness of musical excellence for the diverse communities of the greater Chicago region.
During the 2021-22 season, IPO will perform several classical concerts at their home venue, Ozinga Chapel at Trinity Christian
College in Palos Heights, IL. In addition, the orchestra performs a myriad of educational youth offerings each year and performs a
summer chamber series, IPO Summer @ Olympia Fields Country Club.
Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra is supported in part by the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelly Foundation and the Illinois Arts Council
Agency. For more information, visit ipomusic.org.
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