
Anderson Pries, ﻿14, Piano 
A Homewood-Flossmoor High School freshman, Pries has been playing piano for
eight years. He has performed in concerts with many renowned musicians including
alto saxophonist Christopher McBride, tenor saxophonists Chip McNeill and Mickey
Smith, Jr., as well as ragtime star Adam Swanson. Pries has played numerous
venues and events, including the 50th anniversary of the World Championship Old
Time Piano Playing Contest and Festival in 2024, Flossmoor’s 2024 centennial
celebration, and the 2025 Illinois Music Educator’s Conference. Pries is the pianist
for HF’s Viking Jazz Band and studies with Prairie State’s Justin Deangelo. 
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ShowcaseVeronica Tartack, 12, Violin 
Veronica attends Wilbur Wright Middle School in Munster, Indiana. In 2019 she
began studying the violin with Suhae Lee and has been working with Kamen
Vatchev since 2022 and Almita Vamos since 2024. She is third chair first violin
with the Northwest Indiana Symphony Youth Orchestra. She won first place in the
2025 NISYO Concerto Competition and the 2023 SYSO Janet Kuester Concerto
Competition. In 2023, she won the South Suburban College Young Musician
Competition. Veronica enjoys reading, swimming, and visiting her grandmother in
Italy.

Friends of the IPO would like to thank the following people
for their generous support of our young artists:

Patricia Barker, Lois & Stanley Birer, Carole Brejcha, Joey & Steve Buck, Ellen &
Richard Davis, Andrea & Richard Gibb, Ann Glascoff, Pat & Paul Greenawalt,
Deborah Harris, Billie & Henry Hauser, Karen & Perry Hoag, Mayor Michelle &
Cameron Nelson, Linda Nyberg, Michael Rogers & Jerri E. Greer, Christina Salerno &
Ross Sweeney, Patricia Schanaberger, Richard & Cres Schultz, Don & Jeanne
Schwarz, Marcia Steward, Maryellen Tomassetti, and Cynthia Westerman.

SPECIAL THANKS to our Master of Ceremonies Albert Jackson, Dr. Lisa Kristina
for her piano accompaniment, Ned Rissky for his photography and video, and the staff
at Flosssmoor Community Church.

Photographs available at www.NedThePhotographer.com. 

Stage Manager: Dominic Rincker, RS 2020 Alum

Rising Star Showcase Directors: 
Ellen Davis, Andrea Hetzel, Roosevelt Griffin Ed.D. Maryellen Tomassetti

Committee: Marcia Steward, Dr. Sharon Bean, Richard Davis, Nicole McGill,
Dory Machtinger, David Rice, Barbara Sturges, Pantelis Bolarakis (RS 2016)

First held in 2009, leaders in organizing the Rising Star Showcase 
were Dory Machtinger and the late Helen Silvia. The event was first held at

Prairie State College and in later years moved to Flossmoor Community
Church. In that time, many volunteers have given their valuable time to help

highlight many of the most talented youngsters from the South Suburbs. 

April 6, 2025
Flossmoor Community Church

http://nedthephotographer.com/


About Our Performers

Nathan Freeland, 14, Cello 
An eighth grader at Frankfort’s Hickory Creek Middle School, Nathan began
playing the cello at age nine, currently studying with Emily Mantell. He is the
section leader for the Lincoln-Way Youth Strings Orchestra and the Hickory Creek
Orchestra and performed as the cello section leader of the 2023 and 2024 ILMEA
District 1 Junior Orchestra. Nathan looks forward to performing in the IPO Side-
by-Side Concert in April. In addition to his music, Nathan enjoys playing baseball,
fishing, and spending time with his family and friends.

Jaciel Austin, 16, Harp  
A junior at Homewood-Flossmoor High School, Jaciel works with Eleanor Kirk.
She began playing the viola in fourth grade and turned to the harp in sixth grade.
Jaciel works diligently to improve her performance skills and technique. She has
performed as a soloist, in a duet, and as part of a harp ensemble. At school, Jaciel is
a member of the orchestra and the Illinois Music Honors Society.

Aaron Alexander, 17, French Horn 
A third-stream hornist and composer, Aaron is equally comfortable performing jazz
and classical pieces. He has played the French horn for seven years and returns to
the Rising Star Showcase with an original composition uniting those musical styles.
Aaron’s past compositions, which include a third-stream album, a soul-fusion opera,
and numerous jazz charts, have been commissioned by the Carnegie Foundation and
Vandercook College of Music, among others. Homeschooled, he is a 30+ black belt
medalist and instructor at Shotokan Karate. Lisa Taylor is Aaron’s teacher.

Anthony Adduci, 14, Organ 
Anthony has studied the organ for five years, most recently with Daniel Pollack. In
2024, he successfully completed the Colleague Examination of the American Guild
of Organists. An active student AGO member, Anthony participated in several local
guild events, including performing a piece for the Bach and Beyond program at
Marmion Abbey. Homeschooled, he serves as a substitute organist at local churches.
In addition, Anthony studies piano with Dr. Anne Marie Kuhny. He was a Gold
Medalist at the CAMTA Sonata-Sonatina Festival.

NATHAN FREELAND, cello
Variations on a Rococo Theme Op. 22
Pyotr Llyich Tchaikovsky

VERONICA TARTACK, violin
Violin Concerto No. 1 in A Minor
Jean-Baptiste Accolay

AARON ALEXANDER, French horn
Running with French Horn
Aaron Alexander 

ANTHONY ADDUCI, organ
Prelude, Fugue, and Variation Op. 18
César Franck

JACIEL AUSTIN, harp
The Little Fountain
Samuel O. Pratt 

NEEL PATEL, violin
Nigun from Baal Shem B. 47
Ernest Block

ANDERSON PRIES, piano
Swipesy 
Scott Joplin and Arthur Marshall

2025 Rising Star Showcase
Sponsored by the Friends of the IPO

Albert M. Jackson - Master of Ceremonies 
Former Director, South Holland Master Chorale

Thanks to the IPO office staff for all of their help
Christina Salerno • Roosevelt Griffin Ed.D • Ken Churilla • Trish Halpin

Neel Patel, 16, Violin 
Currently a Junior at Carl Sandburg High School, Neel is the concertmaster and
violinist for the school’s Quartet Furioso. He has played the violin for seven years,
currently studying with Dr. Linda Veleckis. Neel performs with CYSO’s
Philharmonic Orchestra and recently played in the ILMEA All State Honors
Orchestra. Neel is eternally grateful for all the support from his teachers, friends,
and family. Outside of music, Neel participates on Sandburg’s varsity tennis team
and serves as a Student Liaison to the District 230 School Board.


