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An lllinois Public University

The Cultural Gem of the Chicago Southland

Connecting Artists and Audiences to INSPIRE, ACTIVATE, and TRANSFORM the World.
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ENCORE SOCIETY

The Encore Society of lllinois Philharmonic Orchestra provides a meaningful way for us
to recognize the generosity of those who have made planned gift commitments through
IPO to benefit our community with a lasting musical legacy. We offer our most sincere
thanks to the special individuals listed below, and to our many other friends who wish to
remain anonymous, for their thoughtfulness and support.

Charles Amenta Maryellen and William Hofmann
Lois Anthonisen*® Frank Leon Jackson*

Stephen P. and Betty T. Baker Donna J. Kosinski *

Lois and Stanley Birer Dr. Richard and Mary Moutvic *
Carole Brejcha Dr. Mel and Janet Muchnik
Steve and Joey Buck Kathleen Field Orr

Ronald Centanni Judith C. Osborn

Carmon Deleone Don and Pat Ransford

Peg and Jack Donohue Dr. Michael Rogers

Richard and Andrea Gibb Carolee and Brian Samuels
Linda D. and Craig C. Grannon Barbara and Al Sturges

Dr. Jerri E. Greer Marilynn Tannebaum

Billie and Henry Hauser Dr. Ben and Donica Van Voorhees

Andrea B. Hetzel

You can create a lasting legacy through lllinois Philharmonic Orchestra utilizing a will, living trust,
charitable remainder trust, charitable gift annuity, insurance policy, qualified retirement plan or other
appreciable assets. Our role is to receive, administer and provide ongoing stewardship of your
planned gift to ensure that your intentions are honored.

For more information about how you can make a planned gift to IPO, please contact Executive Director
Christina Salerno at 708-481-7774 or csalerno@ipomusic.org

*IPO gratefully acknowledges these legacy gifts to IPO through the Encore Society.
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Come Alive/

IN PALOS HEIGHTS

Welcome to

Palos Heights!

On behalf of the City of Palos Heights, | want to thank you for your
support of the lllinois Philharmonic Orchestra and welcome you to the
beautiful Ozinga Chapel on the campus of Trinity Christian College.

While you are here, | hope you will explore all that our city has to offer.

From the peace and serenity of Lake Katherine to our many outstanding
retail shops and restaurants, there are many ways to experience all the

amenities and come alive in Palos Heights.

Finally, | want to thank the lllinois Philharmonic Orchestra for enhancing

our commitment to the arts by bringing live classical music to our

community. | know you will enjoy the concert and | hope you will visit

us again soon.
Sincerely,

TR Steke

Robert S. Straz
Mayor
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IP

ILLINOIS
PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA

Stilian Kirov, Gibb Music Director

www.palosheights.org

FIRST VIOLIN
Azusa Tashiro,
Concertmaster
Lois and Stanley Birer
Elizabeth Huffman,
Assistant Concertmaster
Ebedit Fonseca
Lilian Chou
Maria Arrua Gonzalez
Stephane Collopy
Pok Hei Hobart Shi
Brian Ostrega
Carlos Chacon

SECOND VIOLIN
Linda Veleckis,
Principal
Linda D. and
Craig C. Grannon
Kamen Vatchev,
Assistant Principal
Anna Carlson
Caroline Slack
Matthew Weinberg
Munire Mona Mierxiati
Kate Lano
Linda Lager
Samantha May
Carmen Abelson

VIOLA

Rebecca Swan*,
Principal

Oana Tatu,

Acting Principal
Gerhard Haigis
Scott Gordon Dowd
Matthew Barwegen

Nick Munagian

CELLO
Jacob Hanegan,
Principal
Brian and
Carolee Samuels
Lisa Bressler,
Assistant Principal
Emily Lewis Mantell
Ingrid Krizan
Kerena Fox

IPO MUSICIAN ROSTER

BASS
Nicholas Delaurentis,
Acting Principal
Billie and Henry Hauser
Phillip W. Serna
Alison Gaines

FLUTE

Cynthia Fudala,
Principal
Dr. Jerri E. Greer

Dominic Dagostino,
Piccolo

OBOE
Naomi Bensdorf Frisch,
Principal
Steve and Joey Buck
Christine Janzow Phillips
Ricardo Castafieda,
English Horn

CLARINET
Trevor O’Riordan,
Principal
Leonard Achtenberg and
Steven Livesey
Claire Werling,
Eb Clarinet
William Olsen,
Bass Clarinet

BASSOON

Erin Kozakis,
Principal
Dr. Mel and
Janet Muchnik

Matthew Hogan

HORN
Lee Shirer,
Principal
Barbara Sturges
Brian Goodwin
John Schreckengost
Elizabeth Mazur-Johnson

TRUMPET
Greg Fudala
Richard and Andrea Gibb

TROMBONE
Serdar Cizmeci,
Principal
Thomas Stark
Andrew Rozsa,
Bass Trombone

TUBA

Sean Whitaker,
Principal
Dr. Michael Rogers

TIMPANI
Simén Gémez Gallego,
Principal

PERCUSSION
Jon Johnson,
Principal
Kathleen Field Orr
Rich Janicki
Andrew Cierny

KEYBOARD

Marilyn Bourgeois,
Principal
Donnell and
Jeanne Schwarz

HARP
Eleanor Kirk?,
Principal
Patti and John Flanagan

*indicates on leave

Chair Sponsor indicated
in blue text

Scan Here
To See Today's
Concert Roster
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We Are The Key®

THE

RIGHT CHOICE®

HOME CARE

We bring peace of mind to you and your loved ones
Wherever you call home

SERVICES INCLUDE

DIABETES
PARKINSON'S
STROKE RECOVERY
CANCER

SPECIALIZED
ALZHEIMER'S &
DEMENTIA
IN-HOME CARE

AFTER HOSPITAL
CARE

24 HOUR HOME CARE

WE BRING

PEACE OF MIND
TO YOU AND YOUR

LOVED ONES.

HOME CARE AGENCY FOR
CHICAGOLAND SENIORS

CONTACT US NOW

\. 866-799-5955
RightChoiceHomeCare.com

@ info@RightChoiceHomeCare.com

Professional Chicago HomeCare Agency serving

Cook, Will, Dupage, Kane, Kankakee, & Lake counties
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IPO BOARD OF DIRECTORS / STAFF

OFFICERS
Karen Hoag
President
Barbara Sturges
Immediate Past President
Steve Winger
Vice President
Richard Davis
Treasurer
Patricia Barker
Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Charles Amenta, M.D.
Janice Barry

Sharon Bean

Cheri Boublis

Sam Brown

Joey Buck

Christie Lynn Buralli
Timothy J. Coburn
Christine Cochrane
William Donne

Billie Hauser

Andrea Hetzel
William E. Hofmann
Corinne Hwang
Steven Murphy

Don Ransford

Dr. Michael Rogers
Donnell Schwarz
Terri Winfree, Ph.D.

LIFE DIRECTORS

Stan* and Lois Birer
Frank Corral

Richard and Andrea Gibb
Craig C. Grannon

Jerri E. Greer, Ph.D.
Stacy Holland

Daniel G. Kaplan

William J. Kiehl

Dory Machtinger

Anne Michuda*

Mel Muchnik, Ph.D.

Don Ransford

Carolee Samuels
Audrey Sander*

Helen Silvia*

Marilynn Tannebaum
Lawrence A. Wyllie, Ed.D.

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Pat Greenawalt

Paul Greenawalt

Michelle Nelson

ARTISTIC CONSULTANT
Henry Fogel

FRIENDS OF IPO

Pam McDonald
Membership

Joey Buck
Fashion Show

Ellen Davis

Andrea Hetzel

Maryellen Tomassetti
Rising Star Showcase

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Stilian Kirov
Gibb Music Director
and Conductor
Christina Salerno
Executive Director
Ken Churilla
Marketing &
Communications Director
Roosevelt Griffin lll, Ed. D.
Education and Community
Engagement Director
Trish Halpin
Office Manager and
Box Office Manager
Brian Ostrega
Librarian
Thomas Stark
Artistic Operations &
Personnel Manager

CONDUCTOR LAUREATE

Carmon Del.eone

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
377 Artists Walk

Park Forest, IL 60466

Phone (708) 481-7774
IPOMUSIC.ORG

VENUE

Ozinga Chapel at
Trinity Christian College
6601 W. College Drive
Palos Heights, IL

*remembered
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Kathleen Field Orr

OTTOSEN DINOLFO HASENBALG
& CASTALDO, LTD.

Proudly supports the work of the
Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra
and wishes the IPO a successful season!

Specializing in Local Government Law

2441 Warrenville Rd
Suite 350
Lisle, IL 60532
630.682.0085 | kfo@ottosenlaw.com

ottosenlaw.com
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IPO HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
A Celebration of Voice & Music

lllinois Philharmonic Orchestra
December 20, 2025 | 3:00 p.m.

Stilian Kirov, Conductor
Chicago Community Chorus, Dr. Keith Hampton, Artistic Director / Founder
Dr. Michael Rogers, Guest Conductor on Sleigh Ride
Bill Hofmann, Guest Percussionist on Sleigh Ride

Tonight’s Concert sponsored by Chicago Community Chorus sponsored by
ESY Y Richard and Andrea Gibb

(7 4] 7.
IPO acknowledges support from

Illinois

Council

ChristmMas FESHIVAL ......ccueeieieieeieee e ss Leroy Anderson (1908-1975)
SEAE CAIOL ittt ettt ettt b s b st s et s e e John Rutter (b. 1945)
Overture, Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy, and TrepaK.......cccceceevvevreneene Pyotr Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

from The Nutcracker Ballet

Carol of the Bells (arr. Hayman) ... Mykola Leontovich (1877-1921) /
Peter Wilhousky(1902-1978)

Betelehemu (arr. Whalum) Babatunde Olatunji (1927-2003)

| Wish You Christmas John Rutter (b. 1945)

Somewhere in My Memory John Williams (b. 1932)

Hallelujah Chorus (arr. MOZart).......cccveverriineeeeeeieieieieeiseeeeeees George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)

Sleigh Ride Leroy Anderson (1908-1975)

Star of Bethlehem John Williams (b. 1932)

Farandole from LArlesienne Suite No. 2 Georges Bizet (1838-1875)

It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year (arr. Shaw) .....ccoovveviieiiecceeeenne Eddie Pola (1907-1995) /
George Wyle (1916-2003)

A Klezmer Nutcracker (arr. Shoup) Pyotr Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

Still Still Night Jackson Berkey (b. 1942)

Let There Be Peace on Earth (arr. HAYES) ......cceeieriernnnrececeeeie et Sy Miller (1908-1971) /
Jill Jackson (1913-1995)

A Holiday Sing-Along (arr. Snyder / Moss)

OPENING ACT LOBBY PERFORMERS
Voices in Plainfield
Heather Reddout, Accompanist
Contact: Oksana Rodak, Artistic Director « oksanarodak@hotmail.com

Program and artists subject to change
IPOMUSIC.ORG | 9



BIOGRAPHIES

STILIAN KROV
became the lllinois
Philharmonic
Orchestra’s (IPO)
Gibb Music Director
for the orchestra's
2017-2018 Season.
He is a First Prize
Winner of the
“Debut Berlin”
Concert Competition and a prizewinner

at Denmark’s 2015 Malko Competition

and the 2010 Mitropoulos Competition.
Kirov debuted at the Berlin Philharmonie

in 2017 and has received numerous

Solti Foundation U.S. Career Assistance
Awards (2016—2019). A former Music
Director of New Jersey’s Symphony in C
(2015-2020), Kirov became Music Director
of the Bakersfield Symphony in 2015. Mr.
Kirov has proven to be not only a dynamic
artistic director, but also an enthusiastic
educator and community leader, continuing
to build upon his previous successes

as Associate Conductor of the Seattle
Symphony and Associate Conductor of the
Memphis Symphony.

Highlights of Mr. Kirov’s guest performances
include appearances worldwide with the
Israel Camerata, XiAn Symphony, Minas
Gerais Philharmonic Orchestra, Sofia
Philharmonic, Leopolis Chamber Orchestra/
Ukraine, Orchestra of Colors/Athens,
Orchestre Colonne/Paris, Sofia Festival
Orchestra, State Hermitage Orchestra/

St. Petersburg, Thuringen Philharmonic
Orchestra, the Zagreb Philharmonic, the
Musical Olympus International Festival in

St. Petersburg, and the Victoria Symphony/
British Columbia, among others.

In the United States., Kirov has collaborated
with the symphonies of Seattle, Memphis,
Chautaugua, Omaha, Kalamazoo, South
Bend, and West Virginia as well as the
Amarillo Symphony, National Repertory
Orchestra/Breckenridge, and the Tucson
Symphony. Following his highly acclaimed

Stilian Kirov has assisted many
distinguished conductors including the
late Bernard Haitink with the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra as well as Stéphane
Deneve, the late Rafael Friihbeck de
Burgos, Christoph von Dohnanyi, and
Andrew Davis, all with the Boston
Symphony Orchestra.

Kirov is a graduate of The Juilliard
School’s orchestral conducting program,
where he was a student of James
DePreist. He also studied with the late
Kurt Masur, Michael Tilson Thomas, the
late Gianluigi Gelmetti, George Manahan,
Robert Spano, and Asher Fisch, among
others.

Also a gifted pianist, Stilian Kirov was
Gold Medalist of the 2001 Claude Kahn
International Piano Competition in Paris.

StilianKirov.com

KEITH HAMPTON,
affectionately
known as “Doc”, is
the Founder and
Artistic Director

of the Chicago
Community Chorus
(CCQ). In addition,
Dr. Hampton is an
organ performer,
conductor, composer, educator, church
musician, adjudicator, and workshop
clinician. He is the president of Dr. KT
Productions, Inc., Chicago, lllinois. Keith
and the Director of Music/Organist at St.
Thomas Episcopal Church.

Classically trained as an organist and
conductor, he has served as Music

Director/organist-choir director of Hillcrest

Baptist Church in Country Club Hills,
lllinois; Wesley United Methodist Church,
Aurora, lllinois; Bryn Mawr Community
Church; Congregational Church of Park
Manor; Park Manor Christian Church, and

A specialist in the field of Gospel Music,
the North Central American Choral
Directors Association in 2010 selected

Dr. Keith Hampton as one of the top

25 Contemporary Composers “whose
composition, Praise His Holy Name,
should be standard repertoire for choirs
today and for the next 25 years.” Dr.
Hampton has guest conducted the, ACDA
Eastern Division High School Honors
Choir, Alabama All State Junior High
School Honors Chorus, Baltimore All
County High School, Georgia All State
Collegiate Chorus, Ithaca College Gospel
Festival, Oklahoma All State Junior High
School Honors Choir, Rhode Island All
State Chorus, Virginia All State Honors
Choir, Wisconsin All State Middle Level
Chorus and District Choruses in lllinois,
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin.
Keith Hampton earned a Bachelor of
Music Education Degree from Westminster
Choir College, a Master of Arts Degree
from Marywood University, and a Doctor
of Music Degree in Church Music from
Northwestern University. Dr. Hampton has
been awarded the Service Playing, Choir
Master, and Associate certificates from the
American Guild of Organists.

BIOGRAPHIES

Dr. Hampton was twice chosen as one of
14 conductors to participate in the Oregon
Bach Festival Conducting Master Classes.
The festival is held at the University of
Oregon under the direction of Helmuth
Rilling and Thomas Somerville. He also
was chosen to conduct in an A Cappella
Music workshop sponsored by Chorus
America. Inthe summer of 2013, Dr.
Hampton participated in the Choral
Conducting Symposium held at the
University of Michigan under the direction
of Jerry Blackstone, Julie Skadsem and
Eugene Rogers.

At Dr. KT Productions, Inc., Keith provides
music transcriptions of Black Gospel Music
with the use of Finale by Make Music. He
produced the CD, Celebrate, in 2009, and
published the book, Praise His Holy Name
... And Other Songs in the Gospel Style, in
20M1. In 2012, Dr. Hampton produced two
organ CDs, Organ Masterworks, Volume

| and French Organ Music, Volume Il. As

a published composer, Dr. Hampton’s
arrangements of Spirituals and Gospel
Songs are available through Augsburg
Fortress Press, Choristers Guild, earthsongs
Publications, Hal Leonard Corporation,
Hinshaw Music, and Dr. KT Productions, Inc.

Additional information about Keith
Hampton’s musical activities can be viewed
at DrKeithHampton.com.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS:
DECEMBER 30™, 2025

" |POmusic.org/rising-star-showcase

SPONSORS

debutin 2012, he also appearedfregularly Assistant Director of Music at Trinity United Kﬁ_li's SEOTIHEARD - Friends)/
as guest conductor with the Pacific Church of Christ. all in Chi ‘D.T.C. Gerhard Designing & Manufacturing, Inc.
Northwest Ballet in Seattle. ureh or st aft in S-hicago. Council A R T S B |PO
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ILLINOIS
PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA

Stilian Kirov, Gibb Music Director

A HOLIDAY SING-ALONG

Arranged by Audrey Snyder

Deck the Hall  Traditional Welsh Carol
Deck the hall with boughs of holly, fa la la
Tis the season to be jolly, fa la la...
Don we now our gay apparel, fa la la...
Troll the ancient yuletide carol, fa la la...

Fast away the old year passes, fa la la...
Hail the new, ye lads and lasses, fa la la...
Sing we joyous all together, fa la la...
Heedless of the wind and weather, fa la la...

Jingle Bells  J. Pierpont
Dashing through the snow in a one-horse open sleigh,
O'er the fields we go laughing all the way,
Bells on bobtail ring, making spirits bright,
What fun it is to ride and sing a sleighing song tonight! Oh,

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way.

Oh what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh,
Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way.

Oh what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh!

O Christmas Tree Traditional German Carol
0 Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, how lovely are your branches,
0 Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, how lovely are your branches.
Not only green in summer's glow but ever green mid winter snow,
0 Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, how lovely are your branches.

We Wish You a Merry Christmas  Traditional English Folksong
We wish you a Merry Christmas, we wish you a Merry Christmas,
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Glad tidings we bring to you and your kin;

Glad tidings for Christmas and a Happy New Year.

We wish you a Merry Christmas, we wish you a Merry Christmas,
We wish you a Merry Christmas,

(Slower)

And a Happy New Year!

Copyright ©2002 by HAL LEONARD CORPORATION

IPOMUSIC.ORG | 13




PO Dine

Enjoy dinner before the concert at one of our IPO Dine partners who actively support IP0

Present your tickets on -
concert night at these
dining establishments
and receive
15% off your bill

Discount applies to food only

Francesca’s Fortunato
Frankfort, IL

Francesca’s Vicinato
Palos Park, IL

Francesca’s on 95th

Restaurants recommend Oak Lawn, IL

reservations a minimum
of 2 V4 hours prior to the
start of the concert

Vinny’s Clam Bar
Tinley Park

IPO gratefully acknowledges all of the individuals,
corporations and organizations whose contributions
were received between June 1, 2024 and May 31, 2025.
To view a complete list of these individuals, corporations
and organizations, please scan the QR code.

To learn more about corporate sponsorship or
to make a tax-deductible contribution, please call (708) 481-7774.

MARCH 22, 2026
RISING STAR SHOWCASE

APRIL 25, 2026
PoGALA

ILLINOIS
PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA

Stian Kirov,Gibb Musio Director
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IN MEMORY

Gifts contributed in the name of a friend, loved one, or colleague are a unique
expression of thoughtfulness. Donations given to the lllinois Philharmonic Orchestra in
memory of others are listed below. Thank you for your generosity.

Ron Bean

Ellen and Richard Davis

Linda D. and Craig C.
Grannon

Mel and Janet Muchnik

Christina Salerno and Ross
Sweeney

Donnell and Jeanne
Schwarz

Stanley Birer

Pat and Bob Barker

Carol Brejcha

Joey and Stephen Buck

Richard and Virginia Burd

The Burgers: Betsy, Mark
and Madison

The Frank Corral Family

Tim and Theresa Coburn

Ellen and Richard Davis

Barbara and Steven
Fleissner

Debra Forcht

Robert and Myrna Getz

Richard and Andrea Gibb

Craig C. and Linda D.
Grannon

Jon and Jodi Gosse

Sally Grossi

Billie and Henry Hauser

Sandra Lawrence and Willie

Lawrence, Jr. MD and their

families

Joann and Dale Lindholm

Dory Machtinger

Brenda Morrison

Mel and Janet Muchnik

Steven and Barbara Murphy

Linda Nichols

Kathleen Field Orr

Kyle and Tina Pakka

Pat and Don Ransford

Donnell and Jeanne
Schwarz

Marcia Steward

Barbara Sturges

Christina Salerno and Ross
Sweeney

Marilynn Tannebaum

Susan Wilson

Barbara DeBolt

Cameron Cook

Sharon DeBolt

Mary G. Deegan

Patti and John Flanagan
Billie and Henry Hauser
McLean Hardware Family
Terry J. Medhurst

Mark and Lynne Middleton
Kathleen Field Orr

Laurie Rentschler
Carolee and Brian Samuels
Christina Salerno and
Ross Sweeney
Barbara Stallings
Marilyn Tannebaum
Allison Thomas

Matthew Mantell
Zenaida P. Harry

Anne Michuda

Carole Brejcha

Joey and Steven Buck

Ellen and Richard Davis

Kathleen Field Orr

Linda D. and Craig C.
Grannon

Dory Machtinger

Pat & Don Ransford

Donnell and Jeanne
Schwarz

Christina Salerno and Ross
Sweeney

Marilynn Tannebaum

John Rannells
Margo Rannells

Danny Ransord
Don and Pat Ransford

IN HONOR

Donations given to the lllinois Philharmonic Orchestra in honor of others are listed below.

Thank you for your generosity.

Carmon DelLeone
Don and Pat Ransford

Marilyn Tannebaum's Birthday
Donnell and Jeanne Schwarz

IPOMUSIC.ORG | 15




2025/26 SEASON
\\
\

All remainling 2025/26 season concerts
will be performed at Ozinga Chapel / Trinity Christian College as scheduled

Ll

- March 4, 2026

February 14, 2026
Valentine’s Day with IPO
. V. et

Anastasiya Poff, piano

B
—E———

April 18, 2026 May 16, 2026

LEGENDARY MUSIC |lssnail ¥ ) ;
OF THE MOVIES N

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
IPOMUSIC.ORG OR BY CALLING
THE IPO BOX OFFICE

E AT 708.481.7774

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO GET THE DIGITAL PROGRAM
or text the keyword PROGRAM
to (708) 991-3920 to view the full
program for tonight's performance.

,/LLINOIS
PHILHARMONIC

ORCHESTRA

Stilian Kirov, Gibb Music Director /
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